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Press Release - Return to Nature Funeral Home
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April 1, 2024

Re: Press Release, Return to Nature Funeral Home
Otero County Landfill Inc (OCLI) is honored to be able to accept the demolition debris from the tragic event that took place at Return to Nature Funeral home.  OCLI hopes to help bring some closure and relief to the many families who have had to suffer through this horrible ordeal.
OCLI would like to clear up some misconceptions and rumors concerning the debris.  Listed below are some of the actions and safety protocols that are in place most of which are far more stringent than normal due to the sensitive nature of this project:
The EPA will be conducting a demolition of the Return to Nature Funeral Home in Penrose, Colorado, pursuant to a request from the State of Colorado and Fremont County.  The cleanup will be conducted under the direction of EPA’s Emergency Response personnel and its trained hazardous materials contractors. EPA, CDPHE and OCLI uniformly agree that there is no health risk to the public based on the safety measures in place for demolition, transport, and disposal. All health and safety measures put in place for this removal action adhere to rigorous and stringent protocols to safeguard both workers and the community to ensure complete protection of public health and environment. 

The EPA removal action will remove the building and dispose materials from inside the building. The demolition debris will include materials used in constructing the building such as roof tiles, stucco, drywall, and similar construction materials. The inside of the facility was already largely cleaned of residues during the law enforcement investigation.
During the removal process, a disinfectant will be applied inside the building prior to and during demolition.  The disinfectant is a mixture of peroxyacetic acid and hydrogen peroxide and is commonly used in a variety of industries for disinfection purposes. The disinfectant may have an odor of vinegar.  Additionally, an odor suppressant may be used on the building material debris during demolition. 

The building materials will be loaded into double-lined end-dump trucks and the liners will be sealed so that each load is double-bagged and fully contained prior to transport. This is similar to how building debris is double-bagged for disposal when it contains friable asbestos.  The material will be immediately covered with 12” of soil as it arrives at the landfill.
Otero County Landfill Inc. is a regional landfill which, by design, construction, and permitting allows us to accept many types of refuse to include special/contaminated waste.  OCLI serves several counties with typical household waste collection on a daily basis and we have taken special/contaminated waste from all across the state.
OCLI is comprised of 7 board members representing the following entities, Fowler, Manzanola, Rocky Ford, Swink, La Junta, Cheraw, and Otero County Board of County Commissioners.
 
Thank you,
Danny Chavez

OCLI Board of Directors Chairperson



      
                
            

    


    




  






      









  
    
            #FFFFFF

      
  
      


    
    

    
    

    
        
                    
                
            Recent News
      

                            

                    
            
  
    
  
    
    

      
          March 25, 2024

Public Hearing 3/25/2024

Today's agenda for 3/25/24 will open in a new window.


    March 20, 2024

Request for Proposals

Otero County is in search of a highly skilled contractor to undertake the installation of network infrastructure for a new Sheriff’s Administrative Office and Detention Center.


    March 11, 2024

Public Hearing 3/11/2024

Please review today's Public Hearing agenda in another window.
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  Monday, April 8, 2024, 1:30pm

Public Hearing 4/8/2024







    

  Wednesday, April 10, 2024, 4pm

Historic Preservation Advisory Board



The Historic Preservation Advisory Board meets the second Wednesday of the month at 4:00 pm at the Otero County Courthouse in Room 110A (across from the Bauserman Conference Room). 





    

  Monday, April 15, 2024, 6pm

Land Use Planning Commission
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Contact Us:

      
                    
                

                
            To contact Otero County Departments and State Offices directly, please review the Phone Directory in another window.
Contact Us
Phone Directory  
To request public (open) records, please refer to the following form and its instructions:
CORA Request Form & Instructions
Otero County Department of Human Services has a comprehensive civil rights plan to ensure that all eligible individuals receive equal access to program services and information. The civil rights plan also serves as a source of information for Otero County Department of Human Services staff and the general public.
Otero County Department of Human Services Civil Rights Complaint Form


      
                
            

    


    

      


    
    
        
    
    
    

    
    
    
    
    
    

        
            
                
                    
                        
            
Otero County Website Accessibility Statement

      
                    
                

                
            Otero County’s Commitment to Accessibility
Otero County is committed to making its website accessible. We are constantly working to increase the accessibility and usability of our website. We continue to strive to maintain conformance to all guidelines and regulations, including, but not limited to W3C’s Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0 as well as U.S. Federal Government Section 508 Guidelines.Otero County will be evaluating this site regularly, and it is the County’s goal that this site will continue to evolve and improve over time as new technologies and opportunities emerge.Please be aware that our efforts are ongoing.
Help Us Make Our Website More Accessible
We appreciate your patience as we continuously work to improve. Should you have problems accessing the information on this website, please let us know. We also welcome your questions about this accessibility statement and comments on how to improve the site’s accessibility. Due to current technology constraints, there are some instances where we are unable to provide information in an accessible format (e.g., mapping information). We will be monitoring these sections and will develop accessible solutions as technology improves. To comment on website accessibility, please submit your question, comment, or suggestion on the Contact Us link at: https://oterocounty.colorado.gov/contact-us or call our office at (719) 383-3000.
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            988 Suicide Helpline
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            CodeRED Community Notification Enrollment

      
                

            
        

    




    

      






    
        
    
   
    


    
    
    
    
    

     
        
            
                

            


            

                         
                                                               
                    
                

                                
                    
            Colorado Poison Center Helpline

      
                

            
        

    




    

      






    
        
    
   
    


    
    
    
    
    

     
        
            
                

            


            

                         
                                                               
                    
                

                                
                    
            Colorado Crisis Services
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Otero County Courthouse

      
                    
                

                
            13 West 3rd Street
La Junta, CO 81050
(719) 383-3000
Monday - Friday 8 am to 5 pm


      
                
            

    


    

      


    
    
        
    
    
        

    
    
    
    
    
    

        
            
                
                    
                        
            
Social Services Annex

      
                    
                

                
            215 Raton Ave
La Junta, CO 81050
(719) 383-3100
Monday - Friday 8 am to 5 pm
 


      
                
            

    


    

      


    
    
        
    
    
        

    
    
    
    
    
    

        
            
                
                    
                        
            
Public Works, Land Use, & Building Department

      
                    
                

                
            411 N 10th St
Rocky Ford, CO 81067
(719) 383-3035
Monday - Thursday 8 am to 5 pm, Fridays telecommuting
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Our Communities

      
                    
                

                
            City of La Junta
City of Rocky Ford
Town of Cheraw
Town of Fowler
Town of Manzanola
Town of Swink
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